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Abstract

The Concept of Shangdi
in Chinese and Korean Confucianism
: A Comparative Study of
Huang Zongxi and Jeong Yak-yong

Lin Yueh-hui

Research Fellow, Institute of Chinese Literature and Philosophy, Academia Sinica

Huang Zongxi(1610-1695) and Jeong Yak-yong(1762-1836) were
pre-eminent Confucian scholars who profoundly influenced the
seventeenth- and eighteenth-century intellectual worlds of China
and Korea, respectively. Both were deeply rooted in Song-Ming Neo-
Confucianism yet critically engaged with Western Learning(Xixue)
introduced by European Jesuits. This encounter prompted a critical
re-evaluation of their native tradition, particularly in response to the
Jesuit equation of the Western ‘Lord of Heaven'(Tianzhu) with the
Confucian ‘Supreme Deity’(Shangdi).

This paper focuses on the theological discourse developed by
Huang and Jeong concerning the Confucian concept of Shangdi.
It first demonstrates their shared critique of the polytheistic
interpretations—specifically the Six Heavens(Liutian) and the Five
Regional Thearchs(Wufang Tiandi)—articulated by the Han-era

commentator Zheng Xuan(Cheng Hsuan). They both assert that the
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Confucian Shangdi is singular, representing the ultimate reality and
the ‘Supremely Unique’ Personal God.

Their philosophical paths diverge significantly: Huang Zongxi
approaches this concept within the framework of Song-Ming
Neo-Confucian metaphysics, utilizing the Monism of Immanent
and Transcendent Yuangi to ground his theology. Jeong Yak-
yong, conversely, consciously transcends the traditional Neo-
Confucian(Seonglihak) worldview, moving significantly closer to
a Christian concept of Creationism. Jeong’s bold articulation of
monotheism and Creationism within Confucian context marks a
crucial, pioneering step, thereby opening theoretical and intellectual

space for subsequent Confucian-Christian dialogue.

Key Words | Huang Zongxi, Jeong Yak-yong, Shangdi(God), The
Monism of Immanent and Transcendent Yuangi, Confucian Monotheism,

Creationism.
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